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Trauma Incidental Findings Documentation

1. Process/Procedure Description

Any incidental findings noted during trauma evaluation and testing will be relayed to the patient and
documented consistently.

2. Who Should Read This Process/Procedure?

Trauma Surgeons, Surgery Residents, Trauma NP

3. Process/Procedure

Step: Process Instructions/Description:

A. Background
During trauma evaluation, incidental findings may be identified. This information,
along with recommendations for appropriate follow-up, should be provided to the
patient. This should be documented consistently in the patient medical record.

B. Progress Note
1. During the evaluation for traumatic injuries, abnormal incidental findings may be
discovered that are unrelated to the trauma.
2. The trauma surgery resident or Trauma NP is responsible for notifying the patient
and/or family of any incidental findings identified during trauma evaluation.
3. Notification of these findings includes:
a. Identification of specific findings
b. Recommended follow-up provider
c. Recommended time-frame for appropriate follow-up
4. Notification of the patient and/or family will be documented in the progress notes
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using the shared accepted form in the electronic medical record (dot-phrase

INCIDENTALPROGNOT).
5. All required elements must be addressed.

C. Discharge Instructions

1. Any identified incidental findings will be documented in the Discharge Instructions
to be printed in the After-Visit Summary

2. The trauma surgery resident or Trauma NP is responsible for completing the

discharge instructions regarding incidental findings.

3. The discharge instructions documentation related to incidental findings includes:
a. ldentification of specific findings
b. Recommended follow-up provider
c. Recommended time-frame for appropriate follow-up

d. Confirming verbal notification of patient and/or family by trauma team
member

4. The discharge instructions related to incidental findings will be documented using

the shared accepted form in the electronic medical record (dot-phrase
DCINCIDENTAL).

5. All required elements must be addressed.
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