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RN First Assistant (RNFA)

1.  Graduation from an accredited school of nursing.
2.  Completion of a RNFA program.
3.  Licensed to practice in the State of Tennessee.
4.  Evidence of successful completion of the RNFA exam.
•   If not, certified, successful completion is required one year from employment as a First 
Assistant.
5.  Documented/ demonstrated knowledge and skills to perform First Assistant role in Surgery.
6.   Active supervision agreement with a physician(s) who is/are currently an Active member, in 
good standing and a member of the Department of Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynecology, or 
Orthopedic Surgery, of the Medical Staff of the Erlanger.
7.  Current Basic Life support (BLS).

Certified Surgical First Assistant
1.  Graduation from an approved Surgical Technologist school
2.  Completion of an approved First Assistant training program.
3.   Evidence  of successful completion of the First Assistant exam.
•    If not, certified at the time of initial appointment, successful completion is required one year 
from employment as a First Assistant.
4.   Documented/ demonstrated knowledge and skills to perform First Assistant role in Surgery.
5.   Active, signed supervision agreement with a physician(s) who is/are currently a member, in 
good standing and a member of the Department of Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynecology, or 
Orthopedic Surgery, of the Medical Staff of the Erlanger Health System.
6.   Current Basic Life support (BLS).

Core Privileges: Access and record information in patient’s legal record. Visit patients with the 
supervising physician or his/her partner(s) and assist physician(s) with diagnostic and surgical 
procedures. Work with patients of all ages in surgical and/or procedural locations of care. 

Requested Privileges (Please add check mark for desired privileges): 

Definitions governing supervision of procedures:

Indirect Supervision: Verbal consultation/ communication with supervising physician or 
resident.
Direct Supervision: Physician or resident is within the facility and can respond in a timely 
manner, if requested.
Present: Physician or resident is present for the critical portion of the procedure.

CLINICALPRIVILEGES: 
Record Information in Patient's legal record 
Level of Supervisory: None

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICAL PRIVILEGES:
Remove sutures and perform dressing charges. 
Level Of Supervision: indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICAL PRIVILEGES: 
 Remove Drains, other than chest tubes.
Level Of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICAL PRIVILEGES:
Remove wound packing.
Level Of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICALPRIVILEGES:
Remove temporary pacing wires, if applicable.
Level Of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICALPRIVILEGES: 
Perform Individualized surgical care management before, during and post operatively. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___
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SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Assist with the insertion and removal of Foley urinary blader catheter. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Placement of pneumatic tourniquet to control operative blook loss. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Placement of X-rays for reference. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Insert drainage tubes
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Apply wound dressings
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform in scrubbing mode, passing instruments and assuming responsibility for surgical 
instruments as appropriate. 
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform in second assistant mode, retracting tissues, and providing exposure using instruments. 
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform in first assistant mode, providing exposure, providing hemostasis, irrigating, handling 
tissue, and suturing.
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform suturing of subcutaneous tissue and skin. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform suturing of non-abdominal fascia. 
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Excision and Preparation of the saphenous vein in cardiovascular procedures. 
Level of Supervision: Direct

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Endo vascular vein harvesting, if cardiovascular procedures. 
Level of Supervision: Direct

___ ___ ___ ___

SPECIAL PRIVILEGES:  
Perform suturing of Abdominal fascia
1. Performance of suturing of abdominal fascia requires the following: 

 Sign off by 2 surgeons, at least one of which must regularly perform hernia repairs. 
 Performance of 5 abdominal fascia closures under direct supervision. 

Level of Supervision: Indirect

*Please note that suturing of the fascia with direct (rather than present) supervision may be 
requested by First Assistants. This privilege should be written in below and will be approved on a 
case-by-case basis. Requires a surgeon sign off to be granted. 

___ ___ ___ ___
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Request for Privileges Not Listed (please list the privilege and provide justification as well as 
any accompanying certifications or case logs)

___ ___ ___ ___

Request for Privileges Not Listed (please list the privilege and provide justification as well as 
any accompanying certifications or case logs)

___ ___ ___ ___
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RN First Assistant (RNFA)

1.  Graduation from an accredited school of nursing.
2.  Completion of a RNFA program.
3.  Licensed to practice in the State of Tennessee.
4.  Evidence of successful completion of the RNFA exam.
•   If not, certified, successful completion is required one year from employment as a First 
Assistant.
5.  Documented/ demonstrated knowledge and skills to perform First Assistant role in Surgery.
6.   Active supervision agreement with a physician(s) who is/are currently an Active member, in 
good standing and a member of the Department of Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynecology, or 
Orthopedic Surgery, of the Medical Staff of the Erlanger.
7.  Current Basic Life support (BLS).

Certified Surgical First Assistant
1.  Graduation from an approved Surgical Technologist school
2.  Completion of an approved First Assistant training program.
3.   Evidence  of successful completion of the First Assistant exam.
•    If not, certified at the time of initial appointment, successful completion is required one year 
from employment as a First Assistant.
4.   Documented/ demonstrated knowledge and skills to perform First Assistant role in Surgery.
5.   Active, signed supervision agreement with a physician(s) who is/are currently a member, in 
good standing and a member of the Department of Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynecology, or 
Orthopedic Surgery, of the Medical Staff of the Erlanger Health System.
6.   Current Basic Life support (BLS).

Core Privileges: Access and record information in patient’s legal record. Visit patients with the 
supervising physician or his/her partner(s) and assist physician(s) with diagnostic and surgical 
procedures. Work with patients of all ages in surgical and/or procedural locations of care. 

Requested Privileges (Please add check mark for desired privileges): 

Definitions governing supervision of procedures:

Indirect Supervision: Verbal consultation/ communication with supervising physician or 
resident.
Direct Supervision: Physician or resident is within the facility and can respond in a timely 
manner, if requested.
Present: Physician or resident is present for the critical portion of the procedure.

CLINICALPRIVILEGES: 
Record Information in Patient's legal record 
Level of Supervisory: None

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICAL PRIVILEGES:
Remove sutures and perform dressing charges. 
Level Of Supervision: indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICAL PRIVILEGES: 
 Remove Drains, other than chest tubes.
Level Of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICAL PRIVILEGES:
Remove wound packing.
Level Of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICALPRIVILEGES:
Remove temporary pacing wires, if applicable.
Level Of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICALPRIVILEGES: 
Perform Individualized surgical care management before, during and post operatively. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___
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SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Assist with the insertion and removal of Foley urinary blader catheter. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Placement of pneumatic tourniquet to control operative blook loss. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Placement of X-rays for reference. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Insert drainage tubes
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Apply wound dressings
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform in scrubbing mode, passing instruments and assuming responsibility for surgical 
instruments as appropriate. 
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform in second assistant mode, retracting tissues, and providing exposure using instruments. 
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform in first assistant mode, providing exposure, providing hemostasis, irrigating, handling 
tissue, and suturing.
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform suturing of subcutaneous tissue and skin. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform suturing of non-abdominal fascia. 
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Excision and Preparation of the saphenous vein in cardiovascular procedures. 
Level of Supervision: Direct

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Endo vascular vein harvesting, if cardiovascular procedures. 
Level of Supervision: Direct

___ ___ ___ ___

SPECIAL PRIVILEGES:  
Perform suturing of Abdominal fascia
1. Performance of suturing of abdominal fascia requires the following: 

 Sign off by 2 surgeons, at least one of which must regularly perform hernia repairs. 
 Performance of 5 abdominal fascia closures under direct supervision. 

Level of Supervision: Indirect

*Please note that suturing of the fascia with direct (rather than present) supervision may be 
requested by First Assistants. This privilege should be written in below and will be approved on a 
case-by-case basis. Requires a surgeon sign off to be granted. 

___ ___ ___ ___
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Request for Privileges Not Listed (please list the privilege and provide justification as well as 
any accompanying certifications or case logs)

___ ___ ___ ___

Request for Privileges Not Listed (please list the privilege and provide justification as well as 
any accompanying certifications or case logs)

___ ___ ___ ___
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RN First Assistant (RNFA)

1.  Graduation from an accredited school of nursing.
2.  Completion of a RNFA program.
3.  Licensed to practice in the State of Tennessee.
4.  Evidence of successful completion of the RNFA exam.
•   If not, certified, successful completion is required one year from employment as a First 
Assistant.
5.  Documented/ demonstrated knowledge and skills to perform First Assistant role in Surgery.
6.   Active supervision agreement with a physician(s) who is/are currently an Active member, in 
good standing and a member of the Department of Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynecology, or 
Orthopedic Surgery, of the Medical Staff of the Erlanger.
7.  Current Basic Life support (BLS).

Certified Surgical First Assistant
1.  Graduation from an approved Surgical Technologist school
2.  Completion of an approved First Assistant training program.
3.   Evidence  of successful completion of the First Assistant exam.
•    If not, certified at the time of initial appointment, successful completion is required one year 
from employment as a First Assistant.
4.   Documented/ demonstrated knowledge and skills to perform First Assistant role in Surgery.
5.   Active, signed supervision agreement with a physician(s) who is/are currently a member, in 
good standing and a member of the Department of Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynecology, or 
Orthopedic Surgery, of the Medical Staff of the Erlanger Health System.
6.   Current Basic Life support (BLS).

Core Privileges: Access and record information in patient’s legal record. Visit patients with the 
supervising physician or his/her partner(s) and assist physician(s) with diagnostic and surgical 
procedures. Work with patients of all ages in surgical and/or procedural locations of care. 

Requested Privileges (Please add check mark for desired privileges): 

Definitions governing supervision of procedures:

Indirect Supervision: Verbal consultation/ communication with supervising physician or 
resident.
Direct Supervision: Physician or resident is within the facility and can respond in a timely 
manner, if requested.
Present: Physician or resident is present for the critical portion of the procedure.

CLINICALPRIVILEGES: 
Record Information in Patient's legal record 
Level of Supervisory: None

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICAL PRIVILEGES:
Remove sutures and perform dressing charges. 
Level Of Supervision: indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICAL PRIVILEGES: 
 Remove Drains, other than chest tubes.
Level Of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICAL PRIVILEGES:
Remove wound packing.
Level Of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

CLINICALPRIVILEGES:
Remove temporary pacing wires, if applicable.
Level Of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICALPRIVILEGES: 
Perform Individualized surgical care management before, during and post operatively. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___
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SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Assist with the insertion and removal of Foley urinary blader catheter. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Placement of pneumatic tourniquet to control operative blook loss. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Placement of X-rays for reference. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Insert drainage tubes
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Apply wound dressings
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform in scrubbing mode, passing instruments and assuming responsibility for surgical 
instruments as appropriate. 
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform in second assistant mode, retracting tissues, and providing exposure using instruments. 
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform in first assistant mode, providing exposure, providing hemostasis, irrigating, handling 
tissue, and suturing.
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform suturing of subcutaneous tissue and skin. 
Level of Supervision: Indirect

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Perform suturing of non-abdominal fascia. 
Level of Supervision: Present

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Excision and Preparation of the saphenous vein in cardiovascular procedures. 
Level of Supervision: Direct

___ ___ ___ ___

SURGICAL PRIVILEGES: 
Endo vascular vein harvesting, if cardiovascular procedures. 
Level of Supervision: Direct

___ ___ ___ ___

SPECIAL PRIVILEGES:  
Perform suturing of Abdominal fascia
1. Performance of suturing of abdominal fascia requires the following: 

 Sign off by 2 surgeons, at least one of which must regularly perform hernia repairs. 
 Performance of 5 abdominal fascia closures under direct supervision. 

Level of Supervision: Indirect

*Please note that suturing of the fascia with direct (rather than present) supervision may be 
requested by First Assistants. This privilege should be written in below and will be approved on a 
case-by-case basis. Requires a surgeon sign off to be granted. 

___ ___ ___ ___
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Request for Privileges Not Listed (please list the privilege and provide justification as well as 
any accompanying certifications or case logs)

___ ___ ___ ___

Request for Privileges Not Listed (please list the privilege and provide justification as well as 
any accompanying certifications or case logs)

___ ___ ___ ___
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